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James Brown Ray, the 4™ governor of Indiana
was born in Jefferson County, Kentucky, to William and
Phebe Ann Brown Ray. He was one of eleven children.
As a young man his father, William, escaped from a
prison in lreland and came to the United States where he
later served in the Continental Army.

Ray "had little formal education. He read law in
the office of John S. Gano in Cincinnati and served for a
time as deputy clerk of Hamilton County. In 1818 he
moved to Brookville, indiana, and was admitted to the
practice of law at the September term of the Franklin
County Circuit Court. ...In 1821 he was elected to the
lower house of the Indiana General Assembly which then
sat in the old Corydon Capitol. Jonathan Jennings was
serving his second term as governor and Ratliff Boon
was lieutenant governor. The next year Ray was elected
to the sixteen-member state Senate for three years. On
January 30, 1824, when Boon resigned as lieutenant
governor to go to Congress, Ray was elected president
pro tem of the Senate, and was re-elected the next year.
When Governor Hendricks resigned upon his election to
the U. S. Senate, Ray assumed the governorship. He
was elected to the office in August, 1825, and again in
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“Ray’'s  strong pro-public  improvements
sentiment was responsible for his election to his first
term as governor over lIsaac Blackford an Indiana
supreme court judge.” mccomick He served as Indiana’s
governor from 1825 to 1831. During these terms he
advocated reforming Indiana’s educational and penal

systems and building roads. He did not agree with the
supporters of the Wabash & Erie Canal pointing out the
advantages of the railroad.

Ray ran into trouble when he was appointed a
federal commissioner to negotiate a treaty with the
Miami and Potawatomie I[ndians because Indiana’s
constitution prevented the Governor from holding any
other office of honor or profit under the government of
the United States. The treaty was successfully
negotiated by General Lewis Cass and General John
Tipton, but a resolution was presented in the House

saying Ray had forfeited his right to continue as
Governor.

He also fell into disfavor for not re-appointing
Judges Scott and Holman in 1830 while he re-appointed
Judge Blackford. It is thought that these two men had
earlier refused to support him when he was seeking the
office of Senator.

Ray’'s second term was calm the first year but in
the last two vyears his feuds with members of the
legislature became outstanding. He was overly sensitive
to criticism and became increasingly belligerent. He
resorted to lobbying personally and became a frequent
visitor to the legislative halls. The two chief battles
during this time centered around Ray’s attempt to
prepare a revised code for Indiana, which was not
successful, and Ray's appointment of new members to
indiana’s Supreme Court. His appointments were
eventually confirmed. One of his chief antagonists was
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