said Wilz.

{imess benefits for county residents, as
well as economic development around
the trail and boons W the coumy's
tourism industry:

The trail would also be a way of
- preserving the history of Franklin
" County and the canal — which has
been listed on the National Registry of
Historic Places since 1968 — for
future generations, Wilz said.

“Wilz and the other members of the
néwly-formed Whitewater Canal Trail
Committee are focusing on the stretch
of the trail they’ve cleared, where all
adjacent landowners have lent their
support of the project,

Jay Dishman, the Indiana Depart-

ment of Natural Resources’s site man-

¢ . ager at the Whitewater Canal State
-7-Historic.Site, said at the commission-

ers’ meeting the state is the primary
owner of the land 1 be used for the
trail, at least between the aqueduct and
the Twin Locks.

Dishman said the DNR supports the

project, and has formed a working -

agreement with the Whitewater Canal
Trail Committee to allow the organiza-
tion to build the trail. The statc has no
funds for the project at this time, but
Dishman said the DNR has lent advice
to the committee and hopes to form a
partnership with the group in the
future.

Wilz said it was likely the state
would someday take responsibility for
maintenance of the trail.

Evenwally, Wilz said he would like
to see [trails all the way from
Brookville to Metamora, and possibly
from Metamora to Laure], e com-
mittee expects that any expansion will
occur slowly, as support is garmcied
from the community and adjacent
landowners a little bit at a time.

The 2.5-mile trail being focused on
now could be open to the public as
early as this fall, provided that a state
inspection scheduled for Aug. 18 finds
it suitable for the public. The trail will
be classified as “primitive,” with a dirt
surface until more funding can be
secured, said Wilz. Handicap accessi-
bility also will not be possible until
funding is secured.

Wilson and Linkel said they agreed
with the committee that the trail would

Whitewater Canal Trail Commitiee’s
Web site at www.whitewatercanal-
trail.com.

Aaximus contract: Wilson
and Linkel signed a contract with
Maximus. a finn that rudits mangge
ment of county money, (o examine
county records and recover some of
the county’s indirect administrative
costs incurred from management of
programs including Medicaid, child
support and civil defense.

The fee for the audit is $4,500, with
a guarantee that the county’s payment
to the firm won’t exceed 50 percent of
the indirect costs Maximus recovers
for the county. The county has signed
similar contracts with Maximus for the
past few years, said Auditor Carol
Monroe.

Steam Vac Rental

Easy to Use! Just $20 Per Day!

606 Main St. = Brookville, IN »

(765) 647-5769

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Call 825-1541

For transportation to appointments,
shopping,visiting, etc.

~4Do the kids have special after school
or Saturday transportation needs ?

ALL AGES WELCOME ® REASONABLE RATES

Call Monday - Friday 7:00am - 5:30pm Saturday 8:00am - 11:30am
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